
Women in Physics
Teacher Version

1



Familiar Physicists

What trends do you notice about the physicists 
you found in your Google search?
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Guidelines for Conduct During Discussion
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Share air time 
equitably Value differences Own your impact

Make sure 
everyone feels safe Discomfort is okay Argue using 

evidence



Percentage of Undergraduate Physics Degrees 
Awarded to Women
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Source: IUPAP International Conference on Women in Physics Proceedings (2005-2013)
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Bachelor’s Degrees Earned by Women, by Major

Source: APS and IPEDS Completion Survey
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Academic Achievement references
Gender Differences in the High School and 
Affective Experiences of Introductory College 
Physics Students 
The Physics Teacher 46, 423 (2008); 
https://doi.org/10.1119/1.2981292
Zahra Hazari
Philip M. Sadler
Robert H. Tai
more...

Gender differences in introductory university 
physics performance: The influence of high 
school physics preparation and affective 
factors
Zahra Hazari
Robert H. Tai
Philip M. Sadler
First published: 29 May 2007
https://doi.org/10.1002/sce.20223
Citations: 77

https://doi.org/10.1119/1.2981292
https://aapt.scitation.org/author/Hazari%2C+Zahra
https://aapt.scitation.org/author/Sadler%2C+Philip+M
https://aapt.scitation.org/author/Tai%2C+Robert+H
https://aapt.scitation.org/doi/abs/10.1119/1.2981292
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Hazari%2C+Zahra
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Tai%2C+Robert+H
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Sadler%2C+Philip+M
https://doi.org/10.1002/sce.20223
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/sce.20223
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Unconscious Bias references

Definition of Unconscious 
Bias
https://diversity.ucsf.edu/resou
rces/unconscious-bias

https://diversity.ucsf.edu/resources/unconscious-bias
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Physics Degrees Earned by Groups 
Underrepresented in Physics



Task 3: Personal Reflection Writing Prompt

Describe experiences you or a friend has had related to science 
and gender issues.
Examples: 

Who do you feel comfortable working with in class?

Do you feel more comfortable in any particular class? 

Have you felt your abilities being questioned?
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Task 3: 2nd Written Response & Group Discussion

Do you think societal beliefs related to gender have any influence 
on the career you want to pursue? 

Careers you would not consider?
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Task 3: Proposing Strategies

What can be done to support diversity in physics? 
What could you do?
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